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Washington DC

THE D-DAY INVASION SO YEARS LATER: "NORMANDY: THE GREAT CRUSADE. "
In the early morning of June 6, 1944, sleepy German soldiers awoke to the sight of an
English Channel filled with an armada of 3,500 ships and 370,000 soldiers and sailors quickly
approaching Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno and Sword Beaches. The fog had lifted, and the ships
began bombarding the coastline and hinterland with an endless rain of shells. Many of the
approaching ships were amphibious landing vessels, filled with young American soldiers, brave
and courageous but certainly filled with a sense of fear as they approached the beach amid the
sound of whispered prayers and readied rifles.
It was the Allied invasion of Normandy that led to the reconquest of Europe, and

this past week I was able to relive the momentous D-Day invasion with a host of other
World War II veterans and several who landed in Normandy on that historic day at a
salute to current Members of Congress and the President's Cabinet who served during
World War II from 1941 to 1945 at the Smithsonian Institution's Air and Space Museum.
The evening was a wonderful and moving tribute, and it included the world premiere of
the Discovery Channel's production of "Normandy: The Great Crusade," and a special accolade
to Senator Strom Thurmond and Congressman Gibbons, both of whom landed at Normandy
during the initial assault. It was my pleasure to be a part of the occasion, and, along with myself,
members of the House who were honored at the event were Reps. Cass Ballenger, Tom Bevill,
fellow Texans Jack Brooks and Jake Pickle, George Brown, Jolm Dingell, Don Edwards,
Hamilton Fish Jr., William D. Ford, Benjamin A. Gilman, Ralph M. HaIl, Amo Houghton, Earl
Hutto, Henry J. Hyde, Tom Lewis, Al McCandless, Robert H. Michel, Joe Moakley, Sonny
Montgomery, Carlos J. Moorhead, Austin 1. Murphy, John T. Myers, the late William H. Natcher,
James H. Quillen, Arthur Ravenel Jr., Ralph Regula, 1. Roy Rowland, Norman Sisisky, Joe
Skeen, Neal· Smith, Louis Stokes, Bob Stump, Tim Valentine and Sidney R. Yates. Of those,
Bevill, Michel and Rowland all participated in the Battle of Normandy after the initial invasion.
And Secretaries Lloyd Bentsen and Warren Christopher of the President's cabinet were also
honored for their service during the war.
Sponsored by Discovery Communications and organized by the Department of Defense's
50th Anniversary of World War II Committee, the highlight of the evening was the presentation
of a World War II commemorative medal by Secretary of Defense William Perry to those
honored and the showing of "The Great Crusade," which chronicles the events of the Allied
landing at Normandy. Rich in military detail and offering a closeup look at the human face of
war, it tells the stories of ordinary citizens and soldiers through a tapestry of rarely seen footage,
home movies, diaries, snapshots, personal letters and news broadcasts. To be shown on the
Discovery Channel on Memorial Day, May 30, from 8 to 10 pm and again from 11 p.m. to 1
a.m. Central time, this is a documentary not to be missed.
The recent wonderful commemoration is a prelude to the many remembrances that will
be taking place to mark this historic event, including a three-day production on the Coast of
Normandy by the United States military and its allies to commemorate the 50th anniversary of
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the invasion. In the last 50 years the world has changed tremendously and, as many of the
veterans of that war and that invasion would note, it has changed mostly for the better. The
freedoms we cherish today in small ways were fought for in real terms in that invasion on June
6, 1944, and in the total war effort that led to and followed the invasion. lbat sacrifice and
courage is something we must never forget
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LEWIS PULLER 1& AND MEMQRIAL DAY 1994.

While the nation this Memorial Day will

be remembering the events of 50 years ago, many will also be pondering the recent death in
Virginia of a veteran of the Vietnani War, Lewis Puller Jr. A decorated soldier v..bo survived
a land mine explosion in 1968 that crippled him and left him a wheel chair, and wbo went on
to chronicle his triumph over his disabilities in his Pulitzer-prize winning book, "Fortunate Son."
But as much as he had come to peace with himself, be could not escape the internal wounds of
war, and he took his own life on May 1I. Lewis Puller Jr.'s life was the ultimate story of service
to one's country. It embodies the true meaning of Memorial Day.

"To the list of names of victims of the Vietnam War, add the name of Lewis Puller," his
widow said. "He suffered terrible wounds that never really healed."
Born into a strong heritage of serving one's country, Puller was the son of the legendary
Lewis "Chesty" Puller Sr., whose heroism in the Pacific during World War n made him the most
decorated Marine in American history. Lewis Puller Jr. went to Vietnam as a Marine lieutenant,
where he lost both his legs and parts of both hands when he stepped on an enemy land mine.
Though close to death he survived because of his own will and a stubborn refusal to die. He won
the Silver Star, two Purple Hearts, the Navy Commendation Medal and the Vietnamese Cross of
Gallantry. Back home, he overcame tremendous obstacles, eamed a law degree and served for
many years as a Pentagon lawyer.
It was Puller's triumph that has made his recent death at 48 so difficult for so many
people. This Memorial Day, in Texas, Washington, and throughout the nation, we ",ill remember
the sacrifices Puller made and those of thousands of men and women just like him - those who
served their country heroiciy, who still struggle with the wounds of war, and who died from that
struggle. It is a time of sober remembrance, but it is also a time to celebrate the courage of the
nearly 27 million veterans still living.
Indeed, from the unofficial first memorial remembrances that were held following the
Civil War, to the Memorial Day we will soon mark this month, Memorial Day has also been an
opportunity to remember the living. This Memorial Day, when veterans dust ofIthe old uniforms
and families gather for ceremonies across the country, the celebrations will be ones that champion
life and survival, just as Lewis Puller Jr.'s military funeral did last week in Arlington National
Cemetery. Veterans who never knew Puller came from across the country not simply to moum
his death, but to validate his life.
"They had all read his book," Jan Scruggs, president of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Fund, told a local newspaper of the funeral. "Lew had touched them, and they wanted to come
show their feelings about him and about what his life meant to them."
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